A llen and Shelly Dollar seemed like an ordinary couple. Th ey had fi rst met in high school, when Allen was a laboratory aide for Shelly's 10th-grade biology class in a suburb of Washington, DC. Th ey started dating and eventually married in 1980 and moved to Baltimore, where Shelly began nursing school at the University of Maryland and Allen enrolled in medical school at the same university. Th eir oldest daughter, Lauren, was born during Allen's senior year. Shelly had to go on prolonged bedrest during the latter stages of pregnancy and never returned to nursing, focusing instead on becoming a full-time mother. Th ey went on to have two more biological daughters. With occupations as a cardiologist and a nurse-art dealer, their fi nancial future was secure. Yet their lives would change in 1993, when they were doing medical work in El Salvador with the nonprofi t Children's Cross Connection and encountered Gabriella (Gabby).
Gabby (Figure 1 ) was a 3-year-old orphan with severe cerebral palsy and bilateral congenital hip dislocations. Th ey arranged for her to be transported to Atlanta to have her hips repaired, with the full intention of returning her to El Salvador. Th e Dollars grew so fond of her during her convalescence, however, that they decided to adopt her.
At the same time the Dollars were bringing Gabby home, they had initiated the adoption of a little boy, Jon (Figure 2a) , from China, to go with their three biological daughters. (Shelly had been advised against further pregnancies.) Jon was also an orphan, from the Nanjing area, and had tetralogy of Fallot, which was becoming increasingly symptomatic. Th e adoption went through and Jon had successful surgical repair in Atlanta.
When Gabby and Jon were about 5 years old, Allen and Shelly decided that another boy in the family would be nice. Th ey heard of two in an orphanage in Saltillo, Mexico, and decided to adopt both Hugo and Tony (Figure 2b ) after a 2-year process and fi ve trips to Mexico.
Allen has a close friend, Rick Hodes, MD (1), an internist who had trained at Johns Hopkins b a condition, but later developed endocarditis and returned to Atlanta for a mechanical mitral valve procedure. Since follow-up care for this procedure, such as anticoagulant monitoring, was not available in his area, the Dollars took him in as a foster child.
While caring for Mesfi n, friends at church told them about Todd, a 19-year-old boy with serious drug issues who needed a safe place to stay. He became another foster son and was able to quit the drug habit.
Tesh, one of Mesfi n's 13 siblings from Ethiopia, was living with Dr. Hodes and had expressed serious ambitions of becoming a fi lmmaker. Th e Dollars became his foster parents as well and enrolled him in the Savannah College of Art and Design. Th e 10 Dollar children continue to do well (Table 1, Figures 5  and 6 ).
Dr. Hodes had rented a home in Addis Ababa, where he looked after 10 children, aged 12 to 18, most of whom had serious medical issues that he was attending to. He was running out of funds to keep the house going, so Allen and Shelly founded a nonprofi t organization to help care for the children (www. makingthegrade.info). Th e organization focuses on education and has evolved into the support of 60 children in seven homes (each with an adult home manager) in four cities throughout Ethiopia. Th e children and young adults, aged 5 to 25, are sponsored through grade school and college, and one has gone to graduate school. Th e Dollars provide all housing, food, tuition, books, and transportation, in addition to helping with job placement after completion of school. Shelly is in daily contact with the children and their house managers via e-mail and Skype. Th e estimated cost per year of supporting an Ethiopian child is $1200 to $3000. Allen continues as chief of cardiology at Grady Memorial Hospital (Figure 7) . He recently gave up his hobby of motorcycle riding due to concerns that too many automobile drivers were inattentive, using their various devices while driving. Shelly continues with her interest in art but is busy running the nonprofi t organization.
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